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By  MARIA  MAGNELLI
Recorder Editor

It’s been quite an incredible year for all of us.
We’ve all taken quite a hit, both personally and pro-
fessionally.  Things we used to do without a thought,
like going to work, going to school, going to church,
going out to eat, shopping, traveling, etc., all came
to a crashing halt earlier this year when the world
was hit with the Coronavirus pandemic.  The crush-
ing blow came quickly and was relentless.

After months of lockdown, social distancing, hand
washing, sanitizing, and mask wearing, we are learn-
ing to live with the changes imposed upon us and
trying to move forward and pick ourselves up.

Some of the hardest hit were our small busi-
nesses, which were forced to close their doors to
the public during the lockdown.  Many local busi-
nesses lost large amounts of revenue that will be
hard to replace.  Some of the restaurants became
more creative to find ways to serve their custom-
ers.  They offered more carry-out options, and de-
livery service.   Hair salons also have suffered due
to the nature of their work.  Many women and men
have gone months without a haircut.  The pony tail
has seen a comeback!

The Recorder reached out to small businesses in
an effort to really re-introduce them to the commu-
nity after being forced to close or cut back.
We hope you will keep this booklet on hand
and visit your local businesses, showing
them your support and thanking them for
sticking it out.  Here are some ways we can
help our local small businesses while they
are making their way back to a normal
schedule.

• Pick one or two nights each week and
order take-out for dinner.  It’s a win/win,
you don’t have to cook and you are helping
a local eatery.

• When ordering, leave a little extra tip.
They will appreciate your goodwill gesture.

• Buy gift cards now that you can use
later.  It will help a business’s cash flow
and you can use it anytime in the future.
Order gift cards and use them as birthday,
anniversary, get well gifts, instead of shop-
ping online.

• Give a boost to local businesses you
like on social media by leaving a glowing
review.  Describe a good experience you had
which will cause others to engage.

• Shop at local farm markets by purchas-
ing your fruits and vegetables.  Bonus!
You’ll be buying really fresh produce.

• Donate your services to these struggling
business owners.  If you are a professional and

can offer advice or help in the areas legal, accounting,
banking or insurance, it would be greatly appreciated.

As we make our way to the new  “normal,” keep
our local businesses in our thoughts.  Most have
and continue to support our community.  They have
always been ready, willing and able to donate to
the service organizations for their fund-raising
projects; they’ve supported many school events,
such as band boosters, athletic boosters, after prom,
to name a few.   Local business is vital to the health
of a community.  They provide jobs to area resi-
dents, and their unique offerings and services are
what make a small town special.

Even during this pandemic and slowed activity,
some restaurants still focused on feeding the poor,
or providing meals to healthcare providers and first
responders.

It’s our turn now to focus on doing what we can
to help our local small businesses, some of whom
are our friends and our neighbors.  Give them a boost,
thank them for all they do and salute them.  As these
tough times improve, it will feel good knowing we
got through it together and made it out okay.

Saluting our businesses during
these challenging times

SEE SALUTE TO LOCAL BUSINESS
WORD SEARCH - PAGE 20
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